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siding, into which the coal can be tipped, a truck at a time,
or if the hopper is full, it can be unloaded into the store
alongside;   from  the hopper, an  elevator  and  conveyor
takes the coal to the coal drying and grinding shop, where
it is dried by a rotary dryer, and ground to the requisite
fineness by a small steel ball tube mill, the powdered coal
being conveyed to the coal feed hopper over the kiln.   The
power plant consists of two steam engines of 540 and 120
B.H.P. respectively, the steam for which is provided by
three water tube boilers.    The water supply being,some-
what hard, a water-softening plant is provided alongside
the boiler house."

With rotary dryers dealing with this class of material,
the dust resulting therefrom is a matter requiring special
consideration, since, if the hot gases, after passing through
the dryer, were allowed to escape direct into the atmo-
sphere, the dust accompanying them would constitute a
serious nuisance to the immediate neighbourhood; there-
fore a dust filter is placed between the drying drum and
the chimney shaft, which traps the dust, and prevents it
being discharged into the atmosphere.

The foregoing brief description gives some idea of a
modern cement plant, from which it will be seen that, by
modern methods, the whole process of manufacture can be
carried out by mechanical labour-saving devices ; the raw
material is fed in at one end, and is not again touched by
hand till it emerges as finished cement, ready filled into
the sacks, for despatch to the consumer.
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